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Chapter advised by his law officer and asked to do so by
TTTT-r                                                          **                                                                                                                                                                                     *
__I ministers. This precedent was shortly afterwards fol-
lowed by a like assent by the newly arrived Governor
to the Land and Income Taxation Bill, from which the
upper house had deleted an important clause. It was
recognised at the time in Australia that the action
taken might have been successfully challenged in the
courts, but for various reasons nothing was done, but
the widespread disapproval expressed renders the pre-
cedent of minor importance. The Colonial Secretary,
however, cannot well be excused for his action, since
it was a direct encouragement wholly to violate the
constitution. It must be added that the acting Governor
failed further in his duty by not sending to the Colonial
Secretary the protest of the Legislative Council, and by
leaving the new Governor in ignorance of essential
information, facts which only later became public.
Fortunately very different views of his duty were
held in 1932 by Sir P. Game, Governor of New South
Wales. Under the arrangement for the taking over by
the Commonwealth of State debts certain payments
were due to the Commonwealth from the State, and
the Premier decided to withhold the sums due. Legisla-
tion by the Commonwealth followed which asserted
that the Commonwealth Government could secure for
itself certain revenues of the State in order to recoup
itself for the sums which it had to pay to bondholders
of New South Wales stock. Mr. Lang, after contesting
vainly in the courts the validity of the Commonwealth
legislation, endeavoured to defeat the levy of taxation
for the benefit of the Commonwealth by issuing orders
to State officers forbidding them to aid the Common-
wealth in the matter of recovery, thus deliberately